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Authoritarianism, Social Capital/Civil Engagement, and Symbolism
Social, economic, or political injustice as may be brought about by the political or social elite is a probe to many of our communities. Out of this, many have succumbed to the associated shortcomings of injustices caused or felt by the social majority within the context of society. While most of the people turn-away from these wrong-doings and choose to keep silent about the matters afflicting them as caused by the perpetrators or instigators of some of these vile injustices. Some choose to speak up and end up being labeled as villains, heroes and heroines (Garrett). In bringing coherence in how these injustices go on within the context of a society, there is a need to understand the concepts of authoritarianism, social capital/civil engagement, and symbolism as alluded by political culture. In this regard, this paper will first analyze authoritarianism, social capital, and symbolism and how they connect to one another, and then relate them to fictional situations as depicted in the movie Joker, and as highlighted by Alan Moore in his graphic novel V for Vendetta. 	Comment by Antony: Thesis Statement
Analysis of the terms Authoritarianism, Social Capital/ Civic Engagement, and Symbolism
Beginning with authoritarianism, from the social facets under scope, it infers to the advocacy or enforcement of strict laws that people are compelled to obey as offered by authorities. Mainly, these laws are stringent and may impede on the personal freedom of individuals, or with failure to take concern of the opinions or wishes of a particular people or the vast majority within a society or a country as a whole (Giersdorf). On the other hand, social capital/civic engagement infer to the relations or networks that people within a particular context or geographical area have formed as a means of sharing a sense of identity, an understanding of the norms that they share, cooperation, reciprocity, and trust (Putname). Finally, symbolism, in general, infers to a word, sign, or impact that conveys a meaning that is representative of a relationship, object, or idea. In the context of political culture, symbolism infers to a political standpoint that brings out meaning. 
Based on the above description, one can deduce the connection between the three social aspects of any society. For example, a group of people can use symbolism in the context of a particular political culture based on authoritarianism in enhancing a joint social capital within a given society (Cavartota). Correspondingly, there is a manner by which social norms as borne out of social capital may be utilized to influence either symbolism out of political culture or authoritarianism. In bringing to picture illustrations or depictions of the above, the section below analyzes these facets based on the graphic novel V for Vendetta and the movie Joker.
Connections between Authoritarianism, Social Capital, and Symbolism
V for Vendetta is set in the United Kingdom, in its Alternative future. It explores on the life of a Vigilante known as Guy Fawkes or “V” as he has been christened in the novel. He is a creation of an experiment gone wrong by Adam Sutler who is a notorious and powerful high chancellor leading the country under his Norsefire party (Bulloch). Below is an elaboration of how authoritarianism, social capital and symbolism are depicted in the novel, and how they connect.
Authoritarianism
Adam Sutler has rather draconian laws that he expects his people to abide by. These laws as prescribed by the term authoritarianism are condescending, citing that they are only suited for the benefit of those in authority rather than those who are being led. An instance is the denial of freedom of movement as one would expect in today’s world. This has been depicted when one of the characters Evey is arrested by the ruthless “fingermen” police force for walking past the curfew (Bulloch). Usually, under the laws of a land curfews are placed when necessary and not at all times to limit people the freedom of movement. 
Consequently, people are offered the freedom and right to worship (Putname). Usually, it is not for a government to choose the religion that one will abide by. However, Adam Sutler’s government as shown in V for Vendetta prescribes the religion that the people should follow (Bulloch). This is shown when during a raid at Gordon’s house following his mockery of the government he is found to owe a Quran. Following his ownership of a Quran, a factor that shows us that Islam is outlawed in the country, subjects Gordon into being executed. 
Most recently, most of the countries have allowed people the freedom of getting into same sex marriages, a factor that has been welcomed well by the LBGT community. However, in the novel V for Vendetta, Adam Sutler’s government is not welcoming of this idea (Bulloch). As showcased by the execution of Valerie Page who has been arrested and later executed for being a lesbian.
Symbolism
As initially discussed, symbolism infers to a mark, symbols, or signs to signify an object, relationship, or idea. Usually, this is done by creating a link between difference experiences or concepts (Putname). In the case of the novel, V’s defiance against the government can be signified as a symbol of showing lack of satisfaction in Adam Sutker’s manner of running the government (Bulloch). In this regard, he attacks the government in every chance that he gets in the light of emancipating people or awakening people to the government’s misconduct against the people of the United Kingdom.
Correspondingly, as the novel winds up the author, Alan Moore highlights the death of V. Also, as espoused in the conversation between Evey and the dying V, she questions his death, and he asserts that his demise is for the people of the United Kingdom to be liberated from Adam Sutler’s government (Bulloch). Thus, all along, Guy Fawkes can be deemed as the symbol of justice in the United Kingdom. Essentially, he creates a link between people’s suffrage and the government’s cruelty in the light of giving the people of the United Kingdom a just land that they can live within.
Social Capital
Factors of effective functioning within the societal setting of V for Vendetta have been depicted in a number of ways. One of the highlights however is where the people, after being catalyzed by Guy Fawkes, walk together in unison towards the parliament in a move against the government (Bulloch). This is an illustration of unity, which is a factor of social capital (Putname). Societies are supposed to unite in causes that are ailing them and talk in one voice in the light of challenging matters that are ailing the society in question.
Connection between Authoritarianism, Symbolism, and Social Capital in V for Vendetta
Adam Sutler’s government is brings about authoritarianism, by impeding on people’s freedoms in the view of asserting condescending laws that are infringing on the rights of the people. However, Guy Fawkes or V intervenes by acting as the link between the people and the government by awakening the people to the societal wrong, and in the same light fighting the government (Giersdorf). Through awakening the people of the United Kingdom, V unites the people, a factor of social capital, in the fight against authoritarian rule in the United Kingdom, hence liberating them from oppression.  
Joker 
The Joker is a film about Arthur Fleck who has been showcased to us as a mentally challenged individual. Fleck lives in a very backward society in Gotham city, during the early 1980’s. The society that he has been brought up is one that has segregated the poor and the rich, a factor that makes the poor suffer (Nierenberg). However, Fleck ensures that their people come up against the rich. Below are facets of authoritarianism, civic engagement, and symbolism as brought about in the film ‘The Joker’.
Authoritarianism
One of the facets of a government is the providence of justice for all the people regardless of the individuals involved. However, authoritarianism tends to impose an inferiority complex over certain people especially the people, thus giving privilege to those who are rich (Garrett). This instance has been denoted where Arthur Fleck is shown fighting off three rich businessmen who are harassing a lady (Nierenberg). In self-defense, Fleck results into shooting the three of them. However, this caused a wide uproar, a factor that foresaw Arthur being coined as a ‘clown’, in condemnation of his actions. 
Correspondingly, it is expected that a government offers equal conditions of existence among the people. This is especially by providing the people with infrastructures, and ensuring social improvements for their people (Putname). However, the city of Gotham is only for the rich to thrive (Nierenberg). Arising from this fact, the poor people are seen living in deplorable poverty which leads to many of them resulting into crime as a means of survival. Correspondingly, the people cannot access education, and medication, a factor that makes most of them illiterate such that they cannot gain employment, and others suffer such as Fleck who is mentally ill due to lack of essential medication of stabilizing his condition.  

Civic Engagement
In the light of addressing issues that are of concern to the vast majority or the public, there is always a need to look for ways by which one may engage the people to act in the light of protecting their interests (Giersdorf). This has been espoused by Arthur Fleck, during the time that he is given a chance to be at the Murray show, he talks of the ill of Gotham city in candid (Nierenberg). The people are as a result activated, and furious about the rich and those who are expected to protect the interests of the people, Fleck sparks the people of Gotham into far-flung protests that seek a change of things in Gotham. 
Symbolism 
Gotham itself is a representation of today’s society that is rife of social segregation, along the lines of wealth. This is mainly done by ensuring that the poor do not have access to quality education, and medication. As a result, the poor remain poor citing that they cannot get employment, and lack of medication make them live in an unhealthy state such that they cannot get by, and some of them end up destitute in suffrage (Putname). Essentially, Gotham city is a representation of how the wealthy and authorities seek to control the poor at the expense of their social freedom.
Connection between Authoritarianism, Civic Engagement and Symbolism in The Joker
Gotham is a city under turmoil as symbolized by social segregation, and the type of life that the poor live in comparison to the rich and the authorities who are in control of the city. As a result, Arthur activates the people towards civically engaging the people in control of the city, arising from the atrocities that they are committing to the people of Gotham. Out of these three aspects when connected together, it foreshows how a realization of the ideas can connect together towards liberating people from deplorable conditions and injustice meted out to them. 
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